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Dear Henry:	 -

I am writing to you about Secretary Laird's recommen-
dation. -s-et forth in-his-letters -to the See.retary -of _State
and to me, that the United States put forward this summer
at the Geneva Disarmament Ccmsuittee A proposal' aimed at
prolvibiting the production and transfer of lethal chemicals
for weapons purposes.

I believe that an initiative along the lines proposed
by Secretary Laird deserves urgent consideration. The Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency.is prerkired to develop a
draft GI proposal: with other -.tuterested agencies.I assume
that this work would be carried ofi under the aegis of the
National-Security Council machinery 	 a Nfliew . to providing
a .possible initiative for the, President fs consideration in
the near future. In order to move ahead rapidly we would
hope IL woulti be passible to cottcentrAte	 at:tent-ton on
the specific *least-Its f41-ditzaft al proposal.

,
out of a broadly acceptable interxtational agreement 'fo-ctttiiii
on the production and transfer-of lethal chemicals would be
a constructive step in the arras control field.

------------	 -
Such an initiative would provide evidence of bur

inte4 -tion to carry forward through negotiation -the
Noticoit communique that the US Ala rnR-4417111----

continue theit-_•liorts to reach an lxtertgtttOtgat-
reg:'r:. 1T::-	 4 _a	 -	 p T:	 ire 'IMO	 if'	 *-	 -
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Conference, the US and USSR would play the leading role in
negotiating a chemical weapons agreement. This activity
would serve to . demonstrate continuing US-Soviet cooperation
on a significant arms control issue, where, we believe,
mutual interests scan be identified. This spring the Soviet
Union put forward at Geneva a draft convention calling for
the total elimination of chemical weapons, an approach with
considerable international. appeal. RecentlY, however, the
Soviet representative has trubliiy- stated that the 'USSR
would be prepared to consider other more limited proposals
and has privately urged the US Delegation to put forward a
proposal that would make eiear-thff4iseL4-on which-the US
would like to proceed.

On timing, I believe it would be highly advantageous
to the United States to put forward-a -printosal regarding
CV at Geneva this summer. Intensive discussions of approaches
to CW prohibitions are underway buritaugy countries have not -
yet taken firm positions. The United State/3 therefore has
an opportunity to help establish tittough--044 early concrete
proposal the basis on which negotiations regarding chemical
weapons will move forward. I think we -should make every
effort to take advantage of this opportunity and to press
ahead with our work on an urgent basis.

t.,

/1311 Gerard	 Smith
Virtaior

•erard-Smith
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